The archive can be used by personal inspection
in the special collections reading room after
prior registration at historisches~archiv@uni-~
koeln.de.

OUR OPENING HOURS:

D

o Tues, Wed: 10 am. - 4 p.m.

&) Thurs: 10 am. ~ 6 p.m.

Please note: The archive is closed on Fridays.
Visits without prior registration are not possible.
To optimally prepare for your visit, please con~
tact us in writing or by email in advance so
that we can check whether and which of our
holdings may be relevant to your question.
During opening hours you can also view the
holdings of the archive's service library.

uniarchiv.uni~koeln.de/benutzung~und-~forschung/
benutzer/lesesaal~historische~sammlungen

Special collections reading room in the Universi~
tats~ und Stadtbibliothek, Universitatsstrasse 33,
50931 Koln (Lindenthal).

Public transport:
J bus lines 130, 134 und 142 (stop: Universitat)

tram line 9 (stop: Universitat)

[zmail: historisches~archiv@uni~koeln.de

Postal address: Albertus~Magnus-Platz, 50923 Koln *
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COMPETENCE CENTER, TREASURE HOUSE, HISTORICAL PLACE.

THE FUTURE NEEDS THE PAST ...

ecause standards can only be derived from what has

been. Institutions such as universities have therefore

always secured important documents in vaults and
archive chests, protected from fire and theft. The old
university of Cologne, for example, had an archive chest
which was passed on to the new rector over the centuries
and kept at his home, until it was permanently moved to St.
Kolumba Church. After the university was dissolved in 1798,
this archive was transferred to the Gymnasial- und
Stiftungsfonds and is now located in the Historical Archives
of the City of Cologne.

Today’s University of Cologne, founded in 1919, started to
look after its historical records in 1962. But it was not until
April 1, 1968 that the Cologne University Archives were set
up on the eve of the university's 50th anniversary. CUA is
one of the oldest institutions of its kind in North Rhine~
Westphalia, and has been looked after full-time by profes-~
sionally trained staff from the outset. Today, the archive’s
team consists of three archivists and a storekeeper. Since
2006, we have been involved in the professional training of
young people as media & information specialists in the
archives field.

The archive contributes to the research into the history of
the university and presents the results in its SEDES SAPIEN~
TIAE series of publications, and in public exhibitions.

SUSTAINABILITY

ociety and with it the university are characterized by

constant change. Therefore the university has given

its future concept the title “Meeting the challenge of
change and complexity for future excellence in research
and education.”

The archive is the institution that links the present, past and
future together: the assessment, i.e. the archive’s decision to
permanently store or destroy data, also influences decisions
for tomorrow. In its decisions the archive acts according to
professional criteria such as the need for legal protection or

historical relevance.

Assessment is preceded by a review of what is there at all,
or sometimes what is still there. The archival law of North
Rhine~Westphalia stipulates that archives must be involved
when documents are discarded or when new information
technologies that affect documents or data are to be
introduced.

Take the Excellence Initiative, for example: Since October 1,
2007, the University of Cologne has been one of the uni~
versities funded by German federal and state governments.
At some point, even the longest funding line ends and
employees leave various positions. And afterwards:
following still the research highway or a country road. Or,
even worse: “end of the road”? The archive took care early
on to ensure that documents from the application phase
were initially secured by adding them to its holdings.

UNIVERSEEAT KOLN

i

Nackdem Hers Al //:.cr.;,w.x.'.a

Py

A -"'5':" A

WHAT YOU WILL FIND WITH US

ocuments from more than 100 years of univer-~

sity history, now covering 4,000 meters of shelf

space, reflect the activities of the university
and its members in research, teaching and administra~
tion. University life is also documented through lega~
cies, scientists’ and student’ private papers and collec~
tions.

® Documents from the predecessor institutions (munici-
pal colleges, Cologne City Library, Cologne and Ober~
hausen colleges of education),

® university documents from the management, admini~
stration, faculties and institutes;

® cstates of teachers and students;

® old research and teaching collections;
® [eaflet and poster collections;

® photos;

® student items;

® art collections

Detailed information about our holdings can be found
online: uniarchiv.uni~koeln.de/bestaendeuebersicht~und~
findbuecher

Please note: The documents of the University of Cologne
up to 1798 are not kept by us, but in the Municipal
Archives of the City of Cologne, FEifelwall 5, 50674
Cologne.
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